
PRESS RELEASE  

October 6, 2017 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

PUBLIC WORKSHOP for the Downtown Amsterdam Multimodal Center Study  

Amsterdam - The City of Amsterdam is pleased to announce a public workshop to discuss planning efforts to 

relocate of the existing Amtrak Station, currently on West Main Street, to a new site downtown.  With grant 

funding, the City is working with a team of transportation, design, and economic development specialists to 

identify prospective downtown sites for a multimodal center that will best enable accessibility, promote the use 

of public transit, enhance existing waterfront investments at Riverlink Park and the Mohawk Valley Gateway 

Overlook pedestrian bridge, and spur growth in the downtown and waterfront area. The City seeks the 

community’s perspective on the project’s potential impacts and benefits related to residents, business owners, 

tourism, economic development, public health, recreation, and accessibility. Residents will have the opportunity 

at the workshop to learn about the project’s progress, provide feedback on potential site locations, ask project-

related questions, and offer suggestions in an open forum. The workshop is open to the public and will be held 

at the Amsterdam Housing Authority (52 Division Street) on October 17th, 2017 at 7:00 PM.  

########END RELEASE########### 

Project Background: The City of Amsterdam has long recognized the potential for economic growth that could 

come with new public and private investment in its downtown waterfront. While no single project can wholly 

transform an area, significant public investment can incentivize and help facilitate subsequent private 

investment, serving as a revitalization catalyst. Public transit projects can serve as catalysts as they connect 

communities, help stimulate local economies, improve resident and visitor mobility, provide access to 

employment opportunities, and help to enhance overall quality of life. This particularly true when such projects 

are done in conjunction with other revitalization initiatives. To that end, the City has secured funding for the 

initial planning stages to relocate the Amtrak Station to a downtown location. The City wants to leverage this 

effort to assist in transforming the downtown. Centralized transit focused around a diversity of land uses, 

including residential, commercial, professional offices and others, is known as Transit Oriented Development 

(TOD). TOD is known to foster economic development, activate downtown areas, and enable a more sustainable 

lifestyle among residents. In addition to the station, the City is also exploring related economic development 

projects to leverage the projects’ impact by concurrently exploring retail, lodging, and housing developments 

opportunities that will compliment future public investment and broaden the reach of the project’s capacity to 

stimulate the local economy. 

The City invites public participation at the upcoming workshop to be held at the Amsterdam Housing Authority 

(52 Division Street) on October 17th, 2017 at 7:00 PM. All residents and interested parties are encouraged to 

attend as the City of Amsterdam solicits public input on this transformative project.  


