
Montgomery County Planning Board 
Meeting Minutes, May 26, 2016 

 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:                STAFF MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Robert Perry, Chairman     William Roehr, Senior Planner 
Wayne DeMallie, Member    Amanda Bearcroft, Senior Planner/GIS 
David Wiener, Member      Michele Marzullo, Economic Dev. Program Asst.  
Mark Hoffman, Alternate      
Irene Collins, Member  
John Lyker, Member  
Ronald Jemmott, Member  
Betty Sanders, Alternate 
 
ABSENT:         OTHERS PRESENT: 
Robert DiCaprio, Member      Jen Taylor Dept of the Town of Mohawk 
Keith Kazala, Member       Randy Fitzpatrick, Town of St. Johnsville 
         Representatives of Otsego 2000 
         Representatives of Dominion  
         Phil Scalia 
         Julie Hauntsman   
          Marion Karl  
          Maryann Nellis 
          Paul Mendelsohn  
         Various other individuals 

I. Call to Order 
 
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Robert Perry at 6:30 pm. 

Chairman Mr.  Robert Perry welcomed everyone to the May 26, 2016 meeting of the Montgomery 
County Planning Board. Mr. Mr. Perry stated that he would like to inform all in attendance a very 
specific and tightly circumscribed role of County planning boards in New York State. General 
Municipal Law explicitly outlines the responsibilities of County planning boards as follows:  

Review (by a County planning board) may include inter-community and county-wide considerations 
in respect to the following: 

(A)  Compatibility of various land uses with one another; 

(B)  Traffic generating characteristics of various land uses in relation to the effect of such traffic on 
other land uses and to the adequacy of existing and proposed thoroughfare facilities; 

(C)  Impact of proposed land uses on existing and proposed county or state institutional or other uses; 

(D)  Protection of community character as regards predominant land uses, population density, and the 
relation between residential and nonresidential areas; 

(E)  Drainage; 

(F)  Community facilities; 

(G)  Official municipal and county development policies, as may be expressed through 
comprehensive plans, capital programs or regulatory measures; and 



(H)  Such other matters as may relate to the public convenience, to governmental efficiency, and to 
the achieving and maintaining of a satisfactory community environment 

 
With regard to the meeting agenda, he recognizes that certain items have been and continue to be the 
subject of impassioned sentiment. That being said, we expect everyone who attended the meeting to 
act politely and to adhere to the standards of decorum that are respectful to the public.  Before we 
address any referrals, anyone present will have the opportunity to make remarks relevant to any item 
on the agenda.  As always, we will adhere to the following rules: 
 
 All speakers must sign in 
 Speakers will be called in the order that they have signed in 
 Speakers three minutes to speak 
 Speakers must be courteous in their remarks 
 The County Planning Board will not take questions, but your remarks will be recorded by the 

secretary 
 Anyone wishing to submit written comments mail them to the Montgomery County planning 

board 9 Park St., Fonda, NY 12068 

Representatives from CT Male and Dominion Transmission will make a presentation to the County 
planning board. Mr. Perry asked that all in attendance with concerns about the Minden referral 
designate one or two persons to make any appropriate rebuttals. 
Finally, as is Mr. Perry’s discretion as the chairman of the Montgomery County planning board, I am 
authorizing our two alternate members to vote at tonight’s meeting. 

  
II. Adoption of Agenda 

 
Motion was made by Mark Hoffman, seconded by John Lyker to adopt the agenda. All members 
present were in favor. 

 
III. Minutes 

 
Motion was made by Wayne DeMallie, seconded by Ronald Jemmott to accept the regular meeting 
minutes for April 29, 2016. All members present were in favor. 

 
IV. Public Comment  

 
Douglas A Zamelis Representing Otsego 2000- Mr. Zamelis indicated that he represents clients 
throughout the United States and right here in the Town of Minden. Mr. Zamelis stated that this 
compressor station has hazardous air pollution, not subject to municipal boundaries; the airs would 
not only affect the Town of Minden but the surrounding Towns and Villages. Otsego 2000 
respectfully submitted that air pollution with this facility is an intercommunity and healthy and safety 
issue to the people in Montgomery County. We urge you to make a recommendation to the Town of 
Minden Planning Board of disapproval or modification. Mr. Zamelis thanks the board for letting him 
speak tonight.  
 
Ms. Dilligham work as a volunteer at Otsego 2000- Ms. Dilligham stated that the Planning Board’s 
role is limited but very significant. We urge you to review and look closely at the 239M and to take 
this seriously. Ms. Dilligham stated that Mr. Zamelis is right; it’s about intercommunity effects and 
the emission that this compressor station will push toward Fort Plain, the Region and the County will 
be exposed daily to this air pollution. Ms. Dilligham urges the County Planning Board to send this 



referral back. Ms. Dilligham indicated that this site sits on an historical site as well as being a part of 
the Erie Canal National Heritage Corridor.  Ms. Dilligham reported that people move to communities 
such as these areas because they want  clean air and clean water, but if you take that away no one will 
want to move their family’s here and those air emissions will carry over into the rest of community. 
Ms. Dilligham urges the County Planning Board to not approve this project at this time. She thanks 
the board for letting her speak tonight.  
 
Maryann Nellis, environmentalist who lives in Canajoharie, but has worked in Fort Plain School 
District and calls Fort Plain home- Ms. Nellis stated that this site lies in the creek and Mohawk River. 
It angers her that Dominion comes in here with their fancy charts and lawyers, but will be leaving bad 
air quality. Ms. Nellis asked why they don’t save this gas for the future. Ms. Nellis was not there for 
the first public hearing but she watched the video and at the end of the meeting some women stood up 
and said “why do we have to beg you to not poison us.” Ms. Nellis reiterated to the County Planning 
Board, how come we have to beg you to protect us. She thanks for board for letting her speak. 
 
Keith Schue engineer- Mr. Schue stated as an engineer he tries to make things work to be acceptable 
and there is a better way for Dominion to burn energy. Mr. Schue is trying to bring forward concepts 
and ideas to make the air not as harmful. Mr. Schue reported as we talk later  he will talk more about 
ways that we can make this better. Dominion said it’s zoned as industrial, but it’s not, it’s zoned as 
agriculture distract. 
 
Phil Scalia- the problem with Dominion is they will say there are no health effects, it’s wonderful and 
we are bringing people gas. Mr. Scalia stated that this isn’t true and there are some points he would 
like to make. First they claim to be using current technologies but this is not true, they have not 
mentioned the creek at all in their site plan, and they just keep making mistake after mistake. Mr. 
Scalia stated that they are ignoring the local weather patterns and used the weather from Rome NY; 
Mr. Scalia indicated that this is going to be one of the worst compressor stations in the State. Mr. 
Scalia is asking the County Planning Board to stand up for the people in Montgomery County. He 
thanks the board for letting him speak. 
 
Julie Hauntsman- Ms. Hauntsman is very concerned about the expansion; this is backed up by a 
review of research and will be a major polluter. Ms. Hauntsman indicated that there could be many 
issues because the science on this is very young. Ms. Hauntsman asked the Planning Board, what do 
you want the County to be known for, will you follow that Something Strong and stand up for the 
people in Minden. Ms. Hauntsman thanks the board for letting her speak.  
 
Marion Karl- Ms. Karl stated that she has attended several public hearings for the Town of Minden 
and hasn’t seen anyone stand up in support of this project. On the other hand, Ms. Karl has heard 
many people voice their concerns and talk about how Dominion can improve their air quality. Ms 
Karl acknowledged that this area has always been a rich farming area for many generations, but 
enlarging the small compressor station to a larger facility will change that. The surrounding Towns 
and Villages are writing their support to the people in the Town of Minden and are asking the County 
Planning Board to support the people in the Town of Minden as well.  Ms. Karl thanks the board for 
letting her speak. 
 
Paul Mendelsohn- Mr. Mendelsohn stated that we are the people who have invested our lives, our 
home, and this is our community.  Mr. Mednelsohn is asking the Planning Board to protect our 
health, but continue to do what they are meant to do but with better air quality. We are in a good place 
with many opportunities out there. Ms. Mendelsohn thanks the board for letting him speak. 
   
 



V. Referral Town of Mohawk- Re-zoning of lands along Route 30 
 

Mr. Perry stated the first thing on the agenda is the Town of Mohawk referral; dealing with Re-
Zoning of lands along Route 30A, Mr. Perry stated that everyone on the board has the paper work in 
front of them. Ms. Jen Taylor Deputy Supervisor of the Town of Mohawk stated that the Town has a 
proposal to re-zone the land along Route 30A Commons Rd to the Village line. Mr. Hoffman stated 
that this should have been done years ago. There have been no changes or setbacks and are just trying 
to be consistent. Mr. Roehr stated that the board can make a non-binding recomnendation to the 
Town.  Mr. Wiener asked if there are any lots in two different zones. Mr. Hoffman stated he doesn’t 
believe that there are any split lots. What we have now is one little section that is a residential area, on 
the far north which there is a home business that needed to be re-zoned and the board decided to look 
at the remainder of that area and change it so there is a B2 on both ends and B1 in the middle. The 
Town Board wanted it to be a B3 so it can be open for future growth in that B3 Section. Mr. Perry 
asked the board if here a concern to approve with recommendation, they were all satisfied.   

  
Motion was made by Wayne DeMallie, seconded by Ronald Jemmott, to approve the Town of 
Mohawk Re-Zoning of lands along Rt. 30A. Abstain by Mark Hoffman but all other members present 
were in favor.  

 
 

VI. Referral Town of St. Johnsville -- Site Plan Review & Special Use Permit, Fitzpatrick Poultry 
Processing 
 
Mr. Perry stated next on the agenda was the Town of St. Johnsville Site Plan Review & Special Use 
Permit for Fitzpatrick Poultry Processing.  Mr. Randy Fitzpatrick stated that they would like to place 
a Meat Processing facility which is a Special Use permit and commercial on both sides. Mr. 
Fitzpatrick acknowledged that they have gone through all the procedures and site planning. The 
owner operates a Meat Processing facility in Queens and Schenectady NY. Mr. Fitzpatrick indicated 
that the Department of Agriculture will be there throughout the whole process. Mr. Fitzpatrick 
reported at night the whole building will be disinfected and cleaned and what waste is leftover will go 
through a 50 gallon barrel and be frozen at night. At this time, they have a contract with County 
Waste, which they will come in whenever necessary to take out the waste. There will be another 
freezer just for the finished processed meat. Mr. Fitzpatrick indicated that there will be no live 
animals and they will mostly be processing chickens; there will be two trucks in the morning and at 
night with 7 to 8 employees. The Building will be completely approved by Department of Agriculture 
and USDA inspected. Ms. Sanders asked if there will be an odor. The owner stated that there will be 
no live chickens that stay overnight and there will be no odor. 
 
Motion was made by Mark Hoffman, seconded John Jerrmont to approve the Site Plan and Special 
Use Permit.  Betty Sander opposes,  all other members present voted in favor. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



VII. Referral Town of Minden -- Site Plan Review & Special Use Permit, Dominion Transmission, 
Brookman Corners Compressor Station 
 
Representatives from CT Male and Dominion Transmission presented their plans to the County 
Planning Board. Dominion is proposing to construct an expansion to an existing natural gas 
Compressor Station in the Town Of Minden at 201 Casler Rd, which Dominion presently owns 47 
acres in the Town of Minden. This natural gas compressor station is needed in order to service 
customers for their upstream in the system. Right now the Dominion compressor station only has one 
engine.  The proposed modification to the existing station is to add three new compressor engines, 
and this will have a total additional horsepower of 11,133.  Mr. Monance indicated that this project is 
part of an overall project called the New Market Project, and it’s 1 of 6 project components. The 
project involves two new natural gas compressor stations, one expansion to an existing natural gas 
compressor station which is the Brookman Corner compressor station, as well as upgrades to three 
other stations that Dominion owns. The New Market Project was proposed by Dominion 
Transmission to service National Grid to meet growing customer demand base in the Capital District.  
On June 2, 2014 Dominion made their initial FERC filing for this project with 12 reports: defending 
the project, defending existing condition, defending impact on agriculture, and defending impact on 
air associated with the project. Dominion looked into many alternatives associated with the project; 
they looked into historic resources and a Phase I cultural resources assessment was done at all of site 
including this one. After public comment on October 20, 2015 the FERC issued an environmental 
assessment, and FERC findings of no significant impact associated with the project. After further 
public review on April 28, 2016, just last month the FERC issued an order issuing a certificate for the 
project. DTI Dominion has had the objective of seeking local permits for this project early on, before 
the FERC certificate was issued Dominion approached all six municipalities to issue there local 
approval on the projects and they ask them to consider either Site Plan, Special Use Permit, and one 
of the project that was subdivision action that was required as well.   The environmental review for 
this project is very much reliant on Federal records, which is appropriate for a Federal project. When 
Dominion issued to the Town of Minden, part 1 full EAF they attached the draft EA to the project and 
they made reference to the first FERC submission as well, because it’s an important part of the 
project.  Back in 2000 Dominion made an application the same application to the Minden Planning 
Board for a special use permit for the original build out of the Brookmans Corner compressor station. 
Dominion received the special use permit from the Minden Planning Board back then and they started 
construction that went into operations back in 2001, so it’s been an operating station the last 15 years. 
The initial application was made to the Minden Planning Board on April 30, 2015 over a year ago, 
after consultation with the Town to confirm what permits that Dominion would be applying for, if any 
for this project. The first Planning Board meeting with the Town of Minden was on May 11, 2015 of 
last year and Dominion  has been meeting with the Town of Minden Planning board regularly in that 
time frame striving to work towards a SEQR decoration of environmental significant  for the project 
and seeking the special use permit. Some of thing Dominion talked about at the local level was site 
development plans, lighting plan, landscaping plan, noise information and truck routs in and out of 
the facility. Also Dominion has been discussing and looking into the tank designs and the jurisdiction 
that exist at the local level. The perspective that Dominion has taken on this project is to consider all 
comments that we get on the project and to make modification to the project as we move forward. On 
the State level Dominion will need an air permit, for this particular project it currently has an air 
permit and it’s an air permit modification that falls within minor air admissions source a State facility 
permit for the project, that application was made in May. Dominion feels that the air permit 
application is complete from technical bases and Dominion is waiting on them to draft their permits 
by the State and then there will subject to a public comment period. Mr. Monance discussed the 
proposed development plan, he explained to the Planning Board sheet C3 of the site development 
plan that show components of the existing compressor station that currently exists and what will be 



done with the expansion.  Mr. Monance discussed Dominion second revision to the landscaping plan 
for the project. Dominion is working closely with the Town designated engineer and put a 
landscaping plan that would be part of the application before the Minden Planning Board. Mr. 
Monance stated that Dominion will work with the Minden Planning Board if they see or want any 
changes done with the landscaping plan. Construction truck traffic, there are two designating routs 
that will be used, the main routs is from the east Routt I88, to Rout 20 west to, Rt80 east to Casler Rd 
which will always be the entrance point for truck traffic coming in. The total number of truck trips is 
estimated at 700 for the construction aspect of the project, taking place over and estimated 6 month 
time frame. Construction hours will be from 7:00am-7:00pm Monday-Saturday. What are the 
measures Dominion taking to repair or restore the roadways? Mr. Monance reported that DOT 
requires a flag person on site. Dominion is exceptive to make local roads and county roads resorted as 
good or better condition, which is a typical requirement for energy companies. In terms of noise 
mitigation, the noise study that was done back in January 2014 was submitted to the FERC and 
subject for public comment the overall requirement that Dominion needs to meet currently and in the 
future is to maintaining a level less than 55 disciples at the nearest noise sensitive areas. For this site 
it means the residences because, there’s no school or hospitals around the area. At the State level, 
there is a policy for assessing and mitigating noise impact for the project, they believe the noise study 
that was done meets the requirements and demonstrated there’s less than a 6 disciple predicated noise 
increase. Factual information regarding the issue of air emission, FERC did a human health risk 
assessment before they issued a certificate, the conclusion they came to was they found the analysis 
and identified potently expose air pollution being admitted and properly conducted and will be below 
the present health control. Before DEC issues a permit they have to come to a concluded that the air 
emissions meet the short term and long term requirement air toxin levels. For wetland, there was a 
minor impact but the contractor who came on board proposed a different way of managing the 
construction staging area on the site. There is one existing waste oil tank on site right now that is 
registered with DEC, there are some new tanks that are being proposed at the site, and there will be 
three new tanks and two existing. Since it’s a interstate project and regulated by the natural gas act, 
the chemical balk storage and the petroleum balk storage requirements that otherwise would be 
applicable or not applicable there isn’t a registrations requirement for the four other tanks. However 
all tanks on the site are going to be single, and double walled. All tanks will be placed in a newly 
constructed concrete containment area.  Ms. Sanders asked, once they do the expansion will this be it 
or will they be adding on? Mr. Monance answered that Dominion only expand if there is customer 
demanded, as of right now there are no plans to expand in NYS. Mr. Monance stated, what your 
reading isn’t new information, what your hearing is comments that have been going on for the last 
two years. The State and Federal do audits on Dominion pipelines to view their recorders, do field 
checks and there are emergency cut offs on the pipeline as well. Mr. Monance has no more to 
comment on and he thanks the board for letting him speak.  
 
Nicole Dilligham-what you see tonight is what we have seen and heard along, a lot great words, but 
there’s nothing you can rely on. First of all Dominion claims that this project was approved  in the 
year 2000 based on the Special Use Permit, which it was, but at the time no one was  educated as to 
what was going on. Ms. Dilligham stated that Dominion now admits that they already had plans to 
expand and that was not disclosed to the Town of Minden.  As far as she knows the zoning law under 
which they are now operating has not even been adopted yet.  In their disclosure to the Town of 
Minden in the year 2000 that she will submit to the Planning Board the next day, it states, there would 
be no odors, no harmful admissions and no noise, which the Town went along with. Ms. Dilligham 
indicated that things have changed since the year 2000, in fact under the zoning law now this project 
should not be viewed as a special use permit. Dominion should be required to get a variance, because 
they are going in as a special use as if it were a public utility. A public utility under the Minden 
zoning law is defined as a supplier of utility services to the general public. Dominion has told us this 
gas is being transmitted to their Capital District customers, it is not a public utility substation for the 



people of Minden.  Ms. Dilligham submitted two letters to the Planning Board explaining why this 
project should be consider variance instead of a special use permit. Ms. Dilligham stated, if Dominion 
wants to treat this as a special use permit, then you go to the Minden zoning law which has all kinds 
of restrictions for example, if you are a public utility substation and your applying for a special use 
permit, you have to obscure it so that no equipment is visible from any homes or anything outside of 
the facility. The zoning law also states that noise cannot intrude onto the neighbors. Ms. Dilligham 
indicated that Dominion reported there is no actual noise statue in the zoning law, but the law still 
says that noise, odors and air emissions can be noxious, this gives the Planning Board the right to 
deny a special use permit for a public utility. Ms. Dilligham stated it is very troubling that Dominion 
can apply for a special use permit and then violate the zoning law that applies. This is the kind of 
issue that the County Planning Board needs to consider. There is no question that this is a serious risk 
with a pipeline that is 55years old. Dominion stated that they have complied with all the standards, 
but this doesn’t mean anything if they haven’t checked this particular pipeline. Dominion also said 
they have no other plans to expand, that this is their only pipeline application pending before FERC. 
Ms. Dilligham stated, if you just listen to those words you think okay well they aren’t planning 
anything else. Ms. Dilligham reported that there was a press release that was issued and there are 
plans to interconnect the Dominion transmission pipeline with the Iroquois pipeline. This will make 
the gas flow not just west to east but from south to north. Ms. Dilligham acknowledged that the 
Iroquois pipeline flows from Canada down South. They announced that they are seeking to reverse 
the flow of the Iroquois pipeline. This is why Dominion needs reciprocating the compressors at this 
station. Ms. Dilligham stated that FERC until this past year FERC has never denied an application for 
a pipeline or a compressor station in its history. Ms. Dilligham stated that the County Planning Board 
has to look at this application carefully you can’t just simply take the words from Dominion. Ms. 
Dilligham stated that this is going to affect the historical site, the Erie Canal Heritage Corridor, and 
the beautiful drive on 80, because you are going to have a huge industrial site. At least you have to 
require a much more substantial mitigation if you are going to allow this to proceed, this violates the 
zoning law to do otherwise. As a public utility applicant they are required to shield the entire thing 
from view and they haven’t proposed that in their site plan. Mr. Hoffman asked this zoning law that 
she is referring to, when was this put into place and Ms. Dilligham stated she thinks in the year 2000 
or 2001. Mr. Hoffman asked and the project already existed before that and she stated yes it was 
already approved before that. Ms. Dilligham provided the board with Dominion New Market Project, 
noise issues in which she stated that the Dominion nose survey was a flawed. She went over the paper 
work and explained that the existing compressor was falsely reported to operate continuously, that the 
transient noise was allowed to contaminate the measurements, the standard acoustical protocol were 
ignored, and Dominion violate both Federal and State guidelines. She thanks the board for letting her 
speak.  
 
Mr. Keith Shue stated that he hopes the Planning Board accept the following information on behalf of 
Otsego 2000 and provides the Planning board with his regards on the Brookman Corners Compressor 
station Special Use Permit for Dominion Transmission. Mr. Shue went over the problems with 
timing, process, and rationale for referral. Mr. Shue talked about the Emission and air quality should 
be substantial interest to the County Planning Board, given that emissions from the compressor 
station will not recognize political boundaries or remain confined to the town of Minden.   He went 
onto saying, the public health is a matter of overarching county interest and health problems have 
been reported by resident that live near compressor station across the Country, despite the fact that 
those facilities received Federal and State permits. Mr. Shue acknowledge that Dominion’s own data, 
formaldehyde levels at Bookman’s Corners would be 22 time higher volatile organic 
compounds(VOCs) 14 time higher, carbon monoxide(CO)5 times higher, and nitrogen oxides would 
be 3 times higher. Mr. Shue indicated that it is both appropriate and necessary for the County 
Planning Board to make recommendation affecting facilities at the site to reduce these impacts that 
will negatively impact the people of Montgomery County. Mr. Shue went on to acknowledging the 



timely installation of an oxidation catalyst on the existing Taurus 60 turbine and feel that an oxidation 
catalyst could added to the existing Taurus 60 turbine as part of construction without delay. However, 
if delay is permitted, it should not exceed 12 month from when any additional compressor engine or 
turbine is installed. Otsego 2000 feels that the County Planning Board should make this part of their 
recommendation plus install the SoLoNOx on the existing Taurus 60 turbine. Mr. Schue talked about 
installation of vapor recovery on the two CAT 3608 reciprocating engine compressor which they feel 
that the vapor recovery be required on both reciprocating engine compressor propped at Bookman 
Corners if reciprocating engine compressor are installed. Mr. Shcue discussed about the landscaping, 
and stated in the Comprehensive plan section 90-49 Public utility and facilities require that a “ 
landscaped area at least 20ft wide shall be maintained in front, rear, and side yards and that there shall 
be no equipment visible from surrounding properties.”  Otsego 2000 feels that Dominions proposed 
landscape plan be modified to accommodate the concept described here consistent with requirements 
of the Minden Zoning Code also request that the Minden Zoning Board complete a 617.20 Appendix 
B Visual EAF Addendum, which is intended to assist in the evaluation of visual impacts under 
SEQR. Mr. Shue went over lights, noise, adjacent historical property, and safety with the planning 
board and gave his recommendation on how to improve them, which you can find in the Montgomery 
County Planning Board Master Book. You can also find the Memo of the Vapor recovery for 
reciprocating compressor engine in the master book as well. 
 
Mr. Perry asked the board if there were any other questions. John Monance stated we are going to 
work with the Minden Planning Board on any issues that they might have. Mr. Roehr stated that the 
County Attorney viewed the referral; her determination was the referral was filled out correctly and 
on time; the County Planning Board can approve this referral. Mr. Perry stated to the Planning Board 
that we have heard a lot of information tonight and he will take a motion on what the board has come 
up with.  
 
A Motion was made by Mark Hoffman, seconded David Wiener to approve the Special Use Permit. 
John Lyker opposed, Betty Sanders and Irene Collins abstained and the 5 other members present 
voted in favor of the Special Use Permit.  
 
 
Adjourned  

 
A motion was made by Betty Sanders, seconded by Irene Collins to adjourn the meeting at 9:30pm. 
All members present voted in favor.  

 
 

Respectfully submitted 
_________________________ 
Michele Marzullo 
Economic Dev. Program Asst 
 


