
6/17/2010 1 

Montgomery County Planning Board Meeting Minutes 
April 22, 2010 

 
I. Call to Order 

 
Chairman Fritz called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  The following members were present: 

 
Luis Aguero   1st Ward 
Robert DiCaprio  2nd Ward 
Crystal Ricciuti (Secretary) 4th Ward 
Andy Reed   5th Ward 
Phil Arnold   Town of Amsterdam 
Robert McMahon  Town of Canajoharie 
Jack Fritz (Chairman)  Town of Charleston 
Scott McKay (Vice Chair) Town of Florida 
John Thomas    Town of Glen 
Keith MacGregor  Town of Minden 
Donald Mead Jr.  Town of Palatine 
John Lyker   Town of Root 
Douglas Greene  Senior Planner 
Randy Siver   Planner 

 
Absent: 

 
Robert Mead   3rd Ward (excused) 
Anthony Bruno  Town of Mohawk (excused) 
Sam Giarrizzo   Town of St. Johnsville (excused) 
Ken Rose   Executive Director, MCIDA and Montgomery County 

Business Center (excused) 
Karl Baia   Chair, Economic Development & Planning Committee 

(BOS) (excused) 
 

Guests:  Stephen & Joanne Kowalczyk, representing themselves. 
 

II. Adoption of Agenda- Chairman Fritz asked if there were any changes to agenda.  Since 
there was no mention of any changes, Chairman Fritz asked for a motion to amend the 
agenda.  Crystal Ricciuti made a motion to approve the agenda, second by Keith MacGregor.  
All members present voted in favor. 

 
III. Approval of Minutes- Chairman Fritz asked if there were any changes or corrections to the 

January 28, 2010 minutes.  No changes or corrections were suggested; Crystal Ricciuti made 
a motion to approve the January 28, 2010 minutes, seconded by Robert DiCaprio.  All 
members present voted in favor.  Chairman Fritz then asked if there were any changes or 
corrections to the March 25, 2010 minutes.  No changes or corrections were suggested; John 
Thomas made a motion to approve the March 25, 2010 minutes, seconded by Keith 
MacGregor.  All members present voted in favor. 

 
IV. Communications- None 
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V. Public Comment- None 

 
VI. Old Business- None 

 
VII. New Business- 

  
A. Town of Amsterdam—Kacz’s Recycling Facility—Site Plan Review 

Doug Greene gave a power point presentation detailing the proposed project.  Doug 
displayed aerial photographs and pictures of the site to assist the board members with the 
site plan review.  Doug began by giving a brief history of the case.  In December of 2007, 
the County Planning Board recommended for disapproval of a use variance request, 
however, the applicant subsequently received a use variance from the Town’s ZBA to 
operate a junkyard in a residential zone.  The applicant now has applied to construct a 
new “dismantling facility” for junked autos at the property located at 770 Cranes Hollow 
Road in the Town of Amsterdam.  Doug mentioned the purpose of site plan review from 
the Town’s ordinance and the four principle areas of concern when reviewing a site plan.  
Following Doug’s presentation he then presented the staff’s recommendations.  Given 
that the proposed building is already constructed, the staff sees little value in evaluating 
the project with a site plan review.  However, based on the commitments made by the 
applicant in its April 7th referral submittal, the staff recommends approval subject to the 
following conditions: 

1. DEC approval of site plan and environmental considerations. 
2. Prior to issuance of certificate of occupancy applicant will: 

i. Install an 8’ fence along the northern boundary. 
ii. Install a buffer of 4’ – 6’ pines along eastern boundary. 

iii. Move existing vehicle storage areas that are within 200’ of the roadway to 
other less visible areas of the site. 

 
Robert McMahon felt this there was an enforcement issue regarding the facility being 
built already.  However, Robert DiCaprio felt this was a self-inflicted hardship brought 
on by the applicant.  Keith MacGregor asked the Board to read a document in the 
submitted referral dated April 6, 2010 from Stephen and Joanne Kowalczyk addressed to 
the Town of Amsterdam Planning Board.  Keith directed the Board to number 9 at the 
bottom of page one, which mentions pending litigation regarding this property.  John 
Thomas also mentioned question number five on the submitted SEQR was not answered, 
thus making this an incomplete SEQR.  There were concerns brought up regarding the 
building permits.  Chairman Jack Fritz then allowed neighbor Stephen Kowalczyk time to 
speak.  Mr. Kowalczyk presented his concerns to the Board, which included height of the 
building, pending litigation, use variance, brownfield site, visibility issues, 
screening/fencing, etc.  The Board agreed they would like to see a chronology of events 
regarding the building permits, which was not included in the application, along with the 
minutes from the ZBA meeting regarding the use variance. 
 
Keith MacGregor made a motion to disapprove the site plan due to the fact the Board 
could not render a decision due to a lack of information, seconded by Scott McKay.  All 
members present voted in favor.  The Board requests the Town of Amsterdam submit the 
following information and have the referral re-submitted back to the County Planning 
Board.  Requested information: 
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1. Submission of the record for Kacz’s Use Variance by the Town of Amsterdam’s 
ZBA (minutes of public hearing and regular meeting, findings and any other 
relevant information) 

2. Documentation and chronology of building permit requests for the dismantling 
facility.  The Board was confused why the building was already constructed. 

3. Additional information on the new building’s height. 
 

The Board would like to extend the normal 30-day timeframe for their decision and have 
more information on which to base their recommendation.  If the Town does not choose 
to allow the County Planning Board to reconsider the case, they suggest that no 
Certificate of Occupancy be given until all the commitments made in a Site Plan Review 
Report dated April 7, 2010 are completed. 

 Installing 8’ fence along northern boundary 
 Planting evergreens along eastern boundary 
 Moving existing vehicles that are within 200’ of the roadway 

 
B. Town of Amsterdam—Janusz Noga (using existing structure for use as a liquor store)—

Site Plan Review 
Randy Siver gave a power point presentation detailing the proposed project.  Randy 
displayed aerial photographs and pictures of the site to assist the board members with the 
site plan review.  The structure was previously renovated and put on the market to be sold 
as a residential home, but the owner was unable to sell the property.  The owner then 
decided to market the property as commercial and subsequently had a paved parking lot 
put in.  The property still went unsold, so the owner then decided to operate the building 
as a liquor store.  The applicant proposes to renovate the interior to be used as a liquor 
store.  The property is located in the B-1 zone and a liquor store is an allowed use.  There 
will be no changes to the site’s grading, pavement areas, stormwater drainage, highway 
access, or traffic pattern.  The applicant will mark a handicapped parking space adjacent 
to the existing handicapped ramp.  The applicant has verified the exterior lighting fixtures 
are adequate to light the full parking areas and walkways.  New signage will include one 
building mounted and one freestanding sign, both will comply with the Town’s sign 
regulations.   
 
Randy informed the Board the site was already built according to the submitted site plan.  
Following the presentation, Randy presented the staff’s recommendation, which was for 
approval.  Scott McKay made a motion to approve the Site Plan Review for Janusz 
Noga’s liquor store, seconded by Robert McMahon.  All members present voted in favor. 

 
VIII. Other Business-  

 
A. Doug Greene said the staff had not been able to complete the language for a potential 
resolution appointing alternates to the County Planning Board.  However, Doug did say he 
would contact the County Attorney, Doug Landon, and ask for a sample resolution.  Doug 
also said he has been contacting members and encouraging them to regularly attend meetings 
so the Board does not have problems getting a quorum.  Robert McMahon pointed out he 
believes everyone should have an alternate to fill his or her spot if needed.  Doug said he 
would have more to report to the Board at next month’s meeting. 
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B. Doug Greene presented a letter of opposition from the County Planning Board, to be 
signed by Chairman Jack Fritz, to NYS DEC regarding new legislation for wetland 
regulations.  Once signed by Chairman Fritz Doug will mail to NYS Senator Hugh Farley.  
The Board then engaged in a brief general discussion regarding the differences between NYS 
DEC and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers wetland regulations and how the new legislation, if 
passed, could be very detrimental on many levels of development. 

 
C. Next Meeting Date:  May 27, 2010 at 6:30 p.m. 

 
IX. Adjournment- Scott McKay made a motion to adjourn the meeting, which was seconded by 

Keith MacGregor.  All members present voted in favor.  The meeting finished at 7:30 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 

Recorded by and respectfully submitted 
 
 
___________________________________ 
Randy Siver 
Planner 

 
Approved by: 

 
 

_____________________________  _________________________________ 
Crystal Ricciuti, Secretary   Jack Fritz, Chair 


