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The American Architectural Foundation (AAF) announced today that the Beechnut Factory Project in the 

Village of Canajoharie, NY, has been selected to participate in the 2016 Sustainable Cities Design 

Academy. Beechnut Factory Project is one of four winning public-private development teams chosen from 

a well-qualified field that applied for the chance to showcase their work before a panel of international 

visionary designers and sustainability leaders for a design charrette in Washington, DC, August 3-5.  

 

The selected teams—consisting of city leaders, developers and design professionals—will join AAF's 

national sustainable design team of experts for the esteemed cross-disciplinary training and 

implementation planning, now in its 8th year.   

 

Upon learning the news, Montgomery County Executive, Matthew L. Ossenfort, said: “There is tremendous 

potential for the redevelopment of the site in Canajoharie, adjacent to Exit 29 of the New York State 

Thruway. To be selected by a prestigious organization like the American Architectural Foundation, which 

has previously worked with cities such as Atlanta, Philadelphia, Fresno, Ca., and New Haven, Conn., is truly 

an honor. Being part of the Sustainable Cities Design Academy will help build on our community 

development goals to return this site to reuse. Our local team recognizes that we need the assistance from 

partners like SCDA to strengthen an otherwise already charming downtown and achieve greater success by 

creating more opportunity for future growth.” 

  

The Mayor of Canajoharie Village, Francis Avery, added: “The redevelopment of this site is critical to the 

village’s future. Previously, that site accounted for a large chunk of the village’s tax revenue, and it would 

be great to see that type of investment return. This site provides great access, being adjacent to the 



 
 
 

Thruway and along the river, but it is an enormous site, with a lot of work to be done. Having the site 

returned to reuse would create job opportunities, recreational activities, the possibilities are endless.” 

 

Project teams apply and compete to attend the Sustainable Cities Design Academy, which provides 

resources, education, and best practices support for environmentally, fiscally, and socially sound design 

decisions that often pose thorny challenges for municipal leaders working towards transformational 

change in their communities.  

 

Since establishing the Sustainable Cities Design Academy in 2009, AAF has served 55 project teams in 

cities across the United States through the generous support of its program sponsor, United Technologies 

Corporation.  

 

For information about AAF or SCDA, please visit www.archfoundation.org.  

 

ABOUT THE AMERICAN ARCHITECTURAL FOUNDATION 

Established in 1943 and headquartered in Washington, D.C., the American Architectural Foundation (AAF) 

is dedicated to utilizing the power of architecture and design to improve lives and transform communities. 

Through its programs, AAF provides design leadership and technical assistance related to architecture, 

design, education, public policy, urban planning, and preservation. 
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